HIVZIJA HASANDEDIC

TABACICA MOSQUE IN MOSTAR®

As far as it is known, there were 36 mosques and masjids in Mostar, and all
of them named after their founders except for Tabacica mosque. It is located
in Prijeka part of the town (garsi), on the right bank of the Neretva River,
approximately one hundred meters from the Old Bridge. It was built on the
Radobolja River backwater channel, curved upon two stone arches, which
was the reason for the mosque to be known as “mosque in which an Imam is
on the mainland and his congregation on the water”.

This mosque is one of the most significant monuments of Islamic sacral
architecture in Mostar. In some details, its architecture differs from the archi-
tecture of other mosques in Mostar. Location and ambience in which it was
built take much credit for its architectural specificity.

Its base is a rectangle of 12 x 9.5 m, and it was made of dressed stone
fixed with lime. Inside there are a simple mifwab (corresponds to an altar in
Christianity) with no ornaments and decorations, and a wooden minber (pul-
pit used for the main Friday prayer). Down to the width of the mosque, dou-
ble and spacious mafifiles (separate balconies for women) were made. Some
are inside and some are outside. Inner mafifiles are propped on two, and outer
ones on six thin wooden poles. Outer makfiles were built later, when the
mosque became too small to receive all worshipers.' Additionally, there are
11 curved windows. Two of them are in-built in the wall by the door, and
other two are in the wall on the right (positioned vertically), four are placed
in the mifwab wall and three in the left wall. The ceiling is made of shingle
and forms a dome, which was originally decorated.”

A stone minaret is attached to the right wall and it is in harmony thh
the architectural shape of the mosque. It is 26.5 m high with 74 spiral steps.’
The entrance to the minaret is from a sofa (a porch), which can be found in

*

See: “Tabacica dZzamija u Mostaru”. In: POF X-XI/1960-61, Sarajevo, 1961, pp.
215-222.
Double mahfiles existed only in one other mosque in Mostar — Cejvan-beg’s Mosque
located at Velika Tepa, in the vicinity of the old bridge.
There is still a joke told by elderly people in Mostar how tanners were tightening
up the girders for the roof of Tabatica mosque. For that reason there is an expres-
sion for futile works “to do something as tanners tighten up the girders”.
Figures on height of the minaret, length and width of the mosque were taken from
a technician who made designs for a scale-model of old Mostar.
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only two other Mostar mosques: Vu&jakovi¢ Mosque and Kose-Yahya-
-HavadZa Mosque. '

In front of the mosque, besides tabhana (leather-works), there is a ham-
mam and a range of little shops. Some of these shops were built in the imme-
diate vicinity of the mosque. This was the reason for Tabagica Mosque to be
the best-attended mosque in Mostar.

Next to the left wall, at the place where the fourth window was supposed
to be built in, a supplementary building was constructed, where at the time of
building of the leather-shops was a stamping-mill. The stamping mill was
used for sumac and gall-nuts. The Radobolja River that flows under the mosque
operated the mill. The building was probably built at the same time as the
mosque, or maybe even before. The building was almost ruined so the Insti-
tute for Protection of Cultural Heritage and Natural Rarities reconstructed
and equipped the building in 1954.

By the end of the Turkish rule, the Tabacica Mosque was reconstructed
and repainted with the funds of Hajji Arif efendi Kaytaz.* In 1954, the mosque
went through a preliminary conservation and restoration. Now the mosque is
a protected national monument.’

This mosque is known in Mostar as Tabadica, because it is located in the
immediate vicinity of the tabhana, which was mainly visited by the mem-
bers of tanner’s guild. In Bosnia and Herzegovina, there were five towns
(Sarajevo, Mostar, Banja Luka, Visoko and Te$anj) in which tanners con-
structed mosques in front of the tabhana (leather-works).® The biggest one is
in Mostar. It is the only one with stone minaret and the only one that remained
in operation until today. The name “Tabadica” was commonly used by the
Mostar inhabitants, so many forgot the name of its founder. The story goes
that once upon a time over 80 tanners prayed in the mosque, which indicates
the great membership of the tanner guild in Mostar.’

As vakufnama (waqfiyya) of the mosque does not exist, it was not known
when and who built the mosque. Therefore, there was a common opinion
that the tanners or one of them built the mosque.® Some dates related to the
mosque can be found in the recently discovered vakufmama of Mehmed-beg
ISerli¢, son of Mustafa-beg. Therefore we will present its content. The dis-
covered document is, in fact, a draft of the mentioned vakufnama, written on

* Hasan Nametak, “Mostarske dzamije i njihovi vakufi” [The Mostar mosques and

their waqfs], Novi Behar X, 1937, p. 272.

This mosque today is used as a warehouse of local company, and outer mahfils
are turned into apartment. It stopped to be used for original purposes in 1950.

In Sarajevo it is called Tabacki mesdZid, in Visoko — Tabagka dzamija, in Banja
Luka and TeSanj — Debagija. Underneath Tabacka dzamija (mosque) in Sarajevo
flowed the Mo§c¢anica River.

7 H. Nametak, ibid 272.

This mosque is registered in the cadastre registry under no. 3150, unit 48/44 and
together with a courtyard and entrance-court covers an area of 210m*. Within the
real estate property there is also an old shop next to the mosque.
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thick paper (46 x 35.5 cm, in 29 lines of 25 x 24 cm size). It was written in a
legible non-vowel nashi-script. Proof that the document is only a simple
draft is the fact that the document was not legalised, and there were no sig-
natures of the witness. The document dates from the last decade of the month
of Djumad 1186 (21-30 VIII 1772), and is in possession of Muhamed Musli-
begovi¢ from Mostar. Despite the fact that this document is only a draft, there
are no doubts as to its originality. Based on this document, it is possible to
determine who built Tabadica and approximately when it was built. Here, we
present the text and detailed content of the document.

From the text of the vakufnama we learn that Mehmed-beg ISerli¢, son of
Mustafa-beg, from Roznamedji quarter in Mostar, came to shari‘a court, and
in the presence of Imam Husein efendi Dzabié,” appointed mutavali, and de-
clared that for charitable purposes he endowed the following:

1) one whole and one half of a winch in the water-mill on the Radobolja
River, covered by panel;

2) half of bakery shop next to the mill, placed under the same roof;

3) yard around the buildings.

This real estate property is in Prije¢ka bazaar (¢arsr), and is surrounded
by the road to Cernica on one side and houses and gardens of Nezir-aga’s
quarter.

Endower (wagqif) assigns mutavali to rent the real estate property to inter-
ested citizens every year, and income to be spent for the following purposes:

1) Three silver coins per day shall be paid to one who will lecture on
Tuesdays Muslims in Hajji-Kurt’s Mosque in front of tabhana,'® from
kursiyy built by Hajji Salih, grandfather of the said Mehmed-bey. En-
dower decides that this duty shall be performed by the pride of sheikh
Hajji-Ahmed efendi Milavi¢, and when he dies his successors shall
continue to carry out this duty, if competent. This duty shall be passed
on through generations."' Benefits from this charity shall be given away
for Hajji-Salih.

2) One silver coin a day shall be paid to Hajji-Salih’s daughter Nadjiya
and heirs. They are required to pray three “ihlas” a day for the soul of
Hajji-Salih. Should the successors of the mentioned va‘iz (lecturer)

’ This Husein Efendi DZabi¢ is mentioned in 1181 (1767) for several times as
authorised person or witness at wedding ceremonies (Mostar Sicill, no. 5 in Gazi
Husrev Bey’s Library in Sarajevo). In the same registry the names of the follow-
ing Dzabi¢ family members are mentioned: Muhamed efendi, Mula Omer, Mula
Hasan and Mula Aliya.
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'"!'In the harem at Semovac there is a grave of certain Halima, daughter of Sheikh
Ahmed efendi Milavi¢. She died very young in 1184 (1770). Most probably she
was the daughter of the mentioned Sheikh Ahmed efendi mentioned in I8erlic¢’s
vakufnama.
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die, a judge has the discretion to assign the duty to another capable and
commendable person. Should the successors of the aforementioned
lady die, praying of “ihlases” shall be assigned to muezzin of Hajji-
-Kurt’s Mosque. Every day after the noon prayer he shall pray iAlases.

Wagif appoints mutavali to be responsible to provide a drum (b of
water from the Neretva River for every day of Ramadan. The drum of water
shall be put in front of Roznamedji’s Mosque for Muslims to do ablutions
and to mention the wagqif with piety. Furthermore the mutavali is responsible
for care and maintenance of the water mill and the bakery shop.

The Wagqif withholds the right to administer the wagf as long as he lives,
and when he dies this duty will be passed to his successors through genera-
tions. When the Waqif’s successors die out, Imam and Hatib (Mosque Lec-
turer) of Hajji-Kurt’s Mosque shall administer the Waqf. They have to carry
out this duty faithfully.

The Wagif shall not decide on the fee for mutavalr; however, he is enti-
tled to get paid for his effort and nobody shall prevent him from doing so.

From the above, it is clear that a certain Hajji-Kurt built Tabadica
Mosque in Mostar. He was most probably a tanner and the oldest member
of the Kurt family. Ali efendi Kurt, a pensioner from Mostar, claims there
is a legend within his family that Tabagica Mosque was built by one of his
predecessors. Accuracy of this legend is confirmed by the data from ISerli¢
documentation.

In the sicill (registry) of Mostar Shari‘a Court from 1632/33, the name of
certain tanner Mehmed, son of Hajji-Kurt is recorded.'”” Maybe that is the
Hajji-Kurt who built the mosque. If that is true, then the mosque was built by
the end of 16 or beginning of 17 century. From the documents we learn that
curs in Tabalica was built by the waqif’s grandfather Hajji-Salih ISerli¢ who
lived in mid-17 century, as there is at least one hundred years separating Hajji-
-Salih from his grandson Mehmed. He had a daughter, Nadjiya, who was
mentioned in the vakufnama.

Among the witnesses in Hajji Ahmed-bey’s vakufhama written in 1081/
/1670, the name of Hajji-Salih Iferli¢ was mentioned. He might be the same
person we mentioned earlier.

At the time Mostar had five shadrvans. The biggest and the most beau-
tiful was in front of Roznamedji Madrasah. It was generally believed that the
shadrvan was made soon after placing of the water-pipeline system in Mostar

"2 In the harem at Semovac, there is a grave of certain Halima, doughter of Sheikh
Ahmed efendi Milavi¢. She died very young in 1184 (1770). Most probably
she was the daughter of the Sheikh Ahmed efendi mentioned in I§erli¢’s
vakufnama.

3 Original of this vakufnama is in possession of Esad Laki$ié, civil servant from
Mostar, and transcripts can be found in Waqf central Office in Sarajevo, Wagf Of-
fice in Mostar and Archives of the City of Mostar.
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in 1629" and that Roznamed;i himself built it. Based on data from the vakuf-
nama it is obvious that there were neither shadrvan in front of Roznamedji’s
Madrasah nor a fountain in front of his mosque prior to 1186/1772.

The I8erliés are considered one of the oldest Muslim families in Mostar.
The oldest known member of the family was the aforementioned Hajji-Salih-
-bey, who was one of the signatories of Hajji Ahimed-bey Laksi¢ vakufnama.
Certainly, he was respectable citizen, as honourable citizens of Mostar signed
the vakufnama. :

The family lived in Roznamedji’s quarter, on the left bank of the Neretva
River. In the second half of 18" century, Mehmed-beg ISerli¢, son of Mustafa-
beg, and most probably grandson of Hajji-Salih lived there. In 1715 (1761)
he borrowed 500 groschen from Fatima- wife of Hajji-Salih Hadzibali¢."

According to Muslibegovi¢, certain Salih-bey I8erli¢ with five daughters
lived in Mostar in mid-19" century. One of them was married to one Hadzi-
osmanovi¢, another one was married to a certain Celar, and the youngest,
Umihana, was married to Mula Ahmed Muslibegovi¢. She died in 1327 (1909)
and was buried in the upper part of the Emperors harem where her tomb-
stones still can be found. She was the last member of the ISerli¢s in Mostar.

In Kljuvina Street (former Roznamedji’s Street) in Mostar there is an old,
totally ruined house, owned by Muhamed Muslibegovié¢ and Muhamed Celar,
both from Mostar. The owners refer to this house as “ISerli¢’s” as it was in-
herited from the female line of I8erli¢. They tell that I8erli¢ had land and
manor in the village of Kusi¢i, in the vicinity of Gornje Zijemlje, as well as
big estate in the Mostar area.
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' Muhamed A. Muji¢, “Stari mostarski vodovod” [The old Mostar water-system],

Nase Starine, Sarajevo, 111, 1955, p. 191,
" The document in possession of Muhamed Muslibegovic.
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TABACICA DZAMIJA U MOSTARU

SAZETAK

U ovoj studiji opisana je dZamija u Mostaru koja je sluZila prije svega &lanovi-
ma tabatkoga zanata. DZamija je izgradena krajem 16. i po&etkom 17. stoljeca.
Podigao ju je HadZi Kurt, predak mostarske familije Kurta, $to se da zaklju-
Citi iz jedne odrednice u njegovom testamentu. Danas ovaj objekat stoji pod
zaStitom kao spomenik kulture. Kao prilog objavljuje se navedeni testament.

TABACICA MOSQUE IN MOSTAR

SUMMARY

This study describes a mosque in Mostar, used primarily by members of the
tanning craft. The mosque was built in late 16" or early 17" century. It was
built by Hajji Kurt, the ancestor of the Mostar family of Kurts, which can be
derived from a provision in his will. Today, this building is listed as a cultural
monument. The said will is annexed to this paper.



